
 

Interven�on   004. Correc�ve Surgery, Lens Implants and Laser Treatment for Refrac�ve 
error (short or long sightedness, as�gma�sm)   

For the treatment of   Refrac�ve Error  
Commissioning Posi�on   This interven�on is commissioned if poor refrac�on results in loss of 

func�onal vision either:   
1. a�er corneal transplant or cataract surgery OR   
2. due to Keratoconus or pellucid marginal degenera�on    

AND    
all conserva�ve or other appropriate surgical interven�ons have failed to 
adequately correct this impairment.   
  

Summary of Ra�onale   Wearing glasses or contact lenses is more cost effec�ve and carries lower 
risk than eye surgery for correc�ng refrac�ve errors.    
   
Photorefrac�ve (laser) surgery for the correc�on of refrac�ve errors is safe 
and efficacious for use in appropriately selected pa�ents. However 
correc�ve surgery is not commissioned as an alterna�ve to the use of 
spectacles or contact lenses as a personal preference on cosme�c 
grounds.   
   
Corneal lens implants should only be used for the treatment of refrac�ve 
error when there is other ocular pathology present e.g. keratoconus or 
pellucid marginal degenera�on.   
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